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saiTIi-K iJWAfflOH. 
kJhwJV IA. 

^rah l i 1 -J 24 . 


I the I o lour tu report that the uoverment of 

Liberia is :oufciderably ^rcleetf ;n ivs rdnd as to 
■U c- : n, ibiliv^ if invr t e *mabex wf visits 

£p. nViirO'’j’-Tlt tO fun Ptr -’ 1 ix*? 1*1 i^ifi poxt S , LM-& 

fu, t»V er Ov the * m f iPT n no-tie veF&rlfl c.. I >.lng here 

t Ink e in MeJfd v e osr~o of” p ic^,&HhOu^i kn^n to 
i v 1 crr-e irr^nie^ f-;V y to bt lo&dfd at 
l*rttlEl or ■it! c r rap~tp further up or down the oowt> 

?. Conali^reale pressure us teen put ca 


■!» froE *r rtouB rusrter^ to represent to ~s -ejesty *e 
maen t the jjt&jtisiiip ir*fl toted on i^eroh&ntE i.er«* 

wi-0 see lUlpfl go by jrfitii ^pAO 1 # avii it*bl^ , tfLlle their 

good a a ** deter! jicntiw on t l *? «V..j.:rvee ; ^nd diminishing 

In vftlus ab t V 9 season f^ r c ^ ?t t-robutf t^ncs t-xid 

prices drop at ] ojll iu glutted :x§tB* .*t h<~ppen£» 

and l.as happened so recently ct It ?t month t ti^at the 
v * ;' v / 

G**venx. 80 nt Las money lyirt; at a port auoh as Qapo 

Paints and cannot roach it In time to neat its 
obligations to the Foreign bondholder® eto, t because 
no e: ip touched at that port on ltd way to Monrovia, 

hie Majesty** Printipel 3* 

8*oret*vry of * t - to 

for For el. a h fairs* 

etc* , etc, t etc. , 

Foreign iffloe, 

Lund on* L’.l* 








{?), 

“ I \ *-• • t ■' . 

3+ Early tills -Jeek t! e Prcslrei l summoned all 
tie agents of shipping lines xn *->arjvi: t ■# a Cdifes ence 

far the purpose of ascertaining whether anything ooulti 
be done to mitigate the hardship© of fims whose goods 
are ,ield up await ing trrmsr rt t ion at coart poits* he 
appears to have lectured them on their duty to the 
oo.viEunity etc * ..and as far as X oen csccrtain 5 e has 

merely stto&eedcd in annoying them wi Lont coavinoinfc 
t.ui or gr*j need fjx * ohcinje iu ceix ship plug itinerary, 
ihe jwaerican tiec- i’' c*. of v^uj-r oiiik and *. e v* of ijriiish 
ti n% A'f: lc^ : re -J>rs or lea.? i.i ay^fcthy with the Mberiare 

In t? lie Xvl i*. 'x v>f4r' hiif iihh -*f Bl ip oor^n-iiioiiti^ii 
v;ii. ; i .-•;.* : u ,rxs in lie-- : i% L c ^uveulet oee them in their 

work. 

^ . hei rrtl.elese I iVei unable to urge only this 
fItp of tie (jufpiioii on the attention of your Department, 
heFSTB E*irit?r hcupstex ^ to,cay t*nt h: sy have h* n oitter 
ti>ui un irofii^ole ev.. erleiue • i* ix attempts uy lift 
tn.’X© at U e l ..er -jio* • iaJt ,. -»ru;. © ey point out 
t):ai they have beau told of a cargo of ,aay t 3 MJ tenf 

i 

i * h i ; V In ; , ivcr, hiOnrin;. p .rt .&uly to find 

on t: ol Fl-Jn putting 1 * that the available cargo uee 
fct t PO ton?:, T o:, hsvc been l^ept welting for hours &t 
cjuol. pctn for Inc 1 gulf leant oonsl 'nments, whereby muo^ 
peounisi^ lose ties Incurred by the ehtp.Tl ey point to 
the lack of oabl^ or telegraphic oomaiuai cation with the 
Liberian const ports ,oy mean? ©f which to obtain prompt 
reliable info^mbion u to cargo offering on a given 
’-v, I confess I find their objections almost unaiiswarabl 

f,r -fter all.steamship complies run for profit alone, 
d ct nut be expected to suDordinate their major 
Interests to questlone of local convenience, 

5* fhe oermsu Steamship ooryoaniefi are shewiu.j some 

difposit i on 
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disposition to enter these Liberian co^st ports,and 
I cannot help wondering whft! t: e Interior trede 

ghoulS develop and onryo ' < * ■ ees* to proper- 

-Uyn» -rfortii lifting,our firm rot ve-, ret living 
ti e field ti the Vcernjaun LIuSjUwaA is to t e 
t mde of -bhe s-mller Li be iun const p^ris, n^pats 
a,ic o&ptatns of Mder te»pftear assure me th&t their 
firm does not fear the oonpetltioa of the uerman 
tter-chij lines, I hope thnt this is tiu real position 
jT ’lot bluff,- tbbuph I Should Have thought 

oia ■„: •• f f*ts mission &.'&i. i - fc cl e. vi hi oh 1 c noted in siy 
dfpepp-toh Ho«3? of February 10th. last/thtft thfc ooEpetit lor; 

jo- pi- -„>«•*:!/*» ccw^ilef Is tw m, .In, formidable 
vror'crtlor-s. I h.nve sour 1 t to pre be iutu tin practical 
ratlvaF ti l# opti^is® cn >*;.e r^rt of tie hoate 
steamship *a&d - c^i^idt over 40$ otiiSf 

basis* it tiem tl* let, :ro.a^Lp founded on fact, 
vi ,. ,xct r - u-. s■,^ . cv. vO - - ci-.t '.^i* *£u ***i Li&t 

in a ruufe *--i * 1-4 ti i- -«-- c t: *‘ *■ 

A 11 to see now the iirXtiS ■ 4 ip compare can 

pants t-.jir tXtiej* ifitl eauanluit^. 

[* * ' * * \‘ y B ' r V y^~ m jS/V ’"'• 

6. It :.ccur? tc rae t:> fc the Depart, menc of 

Ov rre, .a Trr &e. night wish to invite kesers Uner 

Dempster * Co.to favour Use* *ltb their view? a» to 

r i whether there i* wj livelihood af-their heiug 
able to enter Diterl-r coast f orta for cargo,without 
Buffering Iopb and inconvenience ■ 

b) whether they have full s coup I fred the danger of 
uertaaa pteamsh.ip tfpapetitlon or .whetherthey rPe *r”j 1f . r . 
ti e trade here of e>> little value t . +, they are indlffe 
-eut to ite paaPioG 1- errm Lutff hh retards cargo 
transport 

v KobB rva-tlvuE on tfii» question 1 n general, 

y. I Lavs bd€n In sew® doubt us tc wn*tLer 

UJ* * r r- pubject for a deipatcl to the Oversee *»*» 

Department o to the Foreign Sffloe. I decided in 
favour of the latter»bec/uae the ot ee if quite likely 


to 



tto into a rslitiosl Question »^n.d be ota '11 I 

glja31 ir-ol^ne this natter in a voluninous rtpurt on 
tv«? trade of Liberia V^t T s- no- en^*ec on 

I lave the lxnour to 'be, 

Fir, 

bith rrert truth end res eot, 

Your reofti obedient 
humble Tervant, 






